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This study was initiated to evaluate the specificity and sensitivity of coagglutination using the Phadebact Gonococcus Test to confirm Neisseria gonorrhoeae. The coagglutination results were judged against bacterial identifications by conventional methods.
A total of 281 bacterial cultures were tested in this study, including 200 N. gonorrhoeae, 51 Neisseria meningitidis, 11 Branhamella catarrhalis, 2 Neisseria lactamica, 2 Neisseria sicca, 5 oxidase-positive gram-negative bacilli, and 10 nonviable presumptive gonococci. Clinical sources of the isolates are shown in Table 1 .
All cultures were examined for characteristic colony morphology. Presumptive identification of N. gonorrhoeae was accomplished with recommended methods (1) . N. gonorrhoeae, other Neisseria species, and B. catarrhalis were identified by cystine tryptic digest of casein medium (CTA) (4) Of the 210 gonococcus strains, 37 gave inconclusive results when tested directly from colonies and required heating at 80 to 1000C for 20 min. Table 2 shows the coagglutination results observed by direct colony testing and after heating the cells. After heating, all of the strains produced at least a 2+ stronger reaction in the gonococcal reagent than in the control reagent, thereby leading to correct identification. In general, the reactions occurred more slowly, and the agglutination was finer after the cells had been heated. It was necessary to observe these reactions for up to 5 min.
No coagglutination was observed with 40 of 71 nongonococcal isolates tested directly. After heating the cell suspension, 32 of 40 remained non-agglutinable. Eight strains produced reactions from 1 to 3+ in the gonococcal reagent but also reacted in the control reagent, and we did not interpret any of these as being gonococci. The remaining 31 strains gave non-interpretable reactions when tested directly. These reactions were probably the same as the "pseudo-coagglu- The coagglutination test reported in this study allows identification of gonococcus from the primary plating medium, usually after 18 to 24 h of incubation. The simplicity of this test and the ability to expedite reporting should make this an attractive alternative to conventional methods for identification of N. gonorrhoeae.
